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 SMALL BUSINESS SET ASIDE PROGRAM 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

o Why is the State interested in Small businesses? 
 
o Components of the Program 

 
o How to Register Your Small Business 



Why is the State interested in Small Businesses? 
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 You will create the majority of new jobs in the coming 
years. 

 

 Small business health promotes capital investment and 
business expansion. 

 

 The Chief Procurement Office ensures that small 
businesses have the maximum practicable opportunity to 
provide goods and services to the State. 
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Why is the State interested in Small Business? 
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 Small Business Contracts Act P.A. 97-307 Effective August 2011 
 

 Goal that not less than 10% of state contracts go to Illinois’ 
small businesses 
 

 $7.4 billion awarded contracts in FY’ 11 
 

 35,000 contracts awarded to small businesses  
 

 $193 million spent with small business in FY’ 11 (2.6%) 
 

 Agencies and universities develop strategies and submit annual 
compliance plans 
 

 CPOs develop strategies and report progress to the General 
Assembly 
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What is the State doing to meet the 10% goal? 
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 What is the SMALL BUSINESS SET-ASIDE PROGRAM (SBSP)? 
 

 What is a set-aside?  Why is it beneficial? 
 

 How does the program work? 
 66 Product and Service Categories  
 

 $50,000 one-time purchase - most any product or 
service qualifies 
 Small Business Data Base (www2.illinois.gov/cms/business/sell2) 

 

 

 
Chief Procurement Office – SBSP 



How to Register in the SBSA Program 
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Click on  “Register 

to do Business with 

the State” 



How to Register in the SBSA Program 
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Click on  “Register 

to do Business with 

the State” 

Click on “Small & 

Diverse Business 

Application Form” 



SBSP Application FAQ’s 
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 Is the application the only thing the applicant needs to fill-out and 
send in? 

 IL Dept. of Human Rights Contractor # 

 Tax return 

 

 Can a small business in Indiana win a SBSP contract? 

 Out of State vendors are not eligible for SBSP 
 

 How long will it take for the application to be approved? 

 Currently, it takes about  seven to ten days 
 

 How long will my small business eligibility be effective?  

 Small business eligibility will last three years 

 

 

 

 



Illinois Procurement Bulletin (IPB) 
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Additional contracting opportunities can be found:  

 

http://purchase.state.il.us 



Illinois Procurement Bulletin (IPB) 
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Questions? 


